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tages superior to those that we have enjoyed. We have had to make the 
world a school, and experience has been our preceptor." 

We are pleased to learn that it is the desire of the conductors of 
this magazine to secure contributions from white persons, as well as 
from colored. For the surest attainment of the objects which " The 
Students' Repository " is intended to promote, a class character, and all 
distinctions dependent merely on color or race, should be as far as pos- 
sible avoided. 

6. — History of Spanish Literature. By George Ticknor. Third 
American Edition, Corrected and Enlarged. Boston : Ticknor and 
Fields. 1863. 3 vols. Small 8vo. 

The publication of a new and much enlarged edition of Mr. Tiek- 
nor's great work on Spanish Literature is a circumstance of too much 
importance to be passed unnoticed at any time ; and it is specially note- 
worthy now, when, in spite of the multitude of new books issued from 
the press, there are so few works among them of permanent interest 
and value. The first edition of the History was reviewed at length in 
our pages by a writer — the late William H. Prescott — whose inti- 
mate acquaintance with Spanish history and literature made him an 
authority on every topic discussed ; and it would be superfluous to add 
anything to the strong and just commendation which he bestowed on 
the work. All that we design is to call attention to some of the im- 
provements which have since been introduced into it. As Mr. Prescott 
predicted, it was speedily translated into Spanish and Germany and it 
has been everywhere recognized as one of the noblest monuments of 
American scholarship. In our own country two large editions have 
been published ; and now we have a third, " corrected and enlarged," 
printed from new stereotype plates at the University Press, Cambridge. 
If the volumes are somewhat less elegant in form than the large and 
handsome octavos of the first edition, they are more convenient for use, 
and are made more readily available for occasional reference by the 
addition of side-notes, and by a great enlargement of the Index, which 
now fills sixty-two pages against forty pages allotted to this division of 
the work in the first edition. These additions would in themselves 
alone make this much superior to the earlier editions, even if the text 
had remained unchanged. 

But Mr. Ticknor has not contented himself with the introduction of 
these desirable improvements : he has given to every part of the 
work a thorough and careful revision, which shows at once his undi- 
minished interest in his subject, and his wish to render the History 
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still more worthy of its reputation as the most thorough and satisfactory 
work of its class in our language. As he remarks in the Preface to 
this edition : " There are accordingly but few consecutive pages in this 
History of Spanish Literature, as it is now presented to the public, 
which do not bear witness to what, I hope, may be accounted improve- 
ments, and what are certainly considerable changes in the work as it 
has heretofore been published, whether in the United States or in 
Europe." These changes are almost entirely of the nature of ad- 
ditions, — Mr. Ticknor having made but a single important omission, 
we believe. In order to gain space for the new matter to be inserted, 
he has wisely omitted from Appendix H to the third volume the three 
inedited poems which have heretofore been included in it, retaining 
only a few verses, but adding considerably to the critical remarks. As 
these poems are not now exposed to the dangers incident to unpub- 
lished manuscripts, there is no longer any special reason for their re- 
publication ; and by omitting them our author has gained about seventy 
pages. This space is filled partly by a new Appendix on " Recent 
Publications," and partly by additions to the body of the work, and to 
the notes and old Appendices. 

The additions may be divided into three classes, — the first consisting 
of new matter incorporated with the original text ; the second, of notes 
now printed for the first time ; the third, of remarks incorporated with 
the notes contained in the earlier editions. In the first class the princi- 
pal additions are to the lives of Garcilasso de la Vega and Luis de 
Leon, both of which " have been rewritten and enlarged, from mate- 
rials not known to exist, or at least not published, when the earlier 
editions of this History appeared." The additional notes are about 
two hundred in number, and are almost equally distributed among 
the different chapters ; while the additional remarks incorporated 
with the earlier notes must cover nearly as much space as the new 
notes. The new matter thus introduced is, so far as we have had 
occasion to examine it in our collation of the first and third editions, 
both curious and interesting, and often highly important. " Above a 
hundred authors of inferior importance, no doubt," says Mr. Ticknor, 
" but, as I suppose, worthy of a notice they had not before received, 
have now found their appropriate places, generally in the notes, but 
sometimes in the text. And discussions which, taken together, are of 
no small amount, have been introduced respecting books already ex- 
amined with more or less care, but now examined afresh." The ad- 
ditional details contained in the new notes and parts of notes appended 
to the lives of Cervantes and Lope de Vega, and to the accounts of the 
Inquisition and Protestantism in Spain, in particular, are worthy of 
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special notice. The Postscripts to Appendix C, on " The Centon Epis- 
tolario," and to Appendix D, on " The BuseapieV' also contain new and 
important facts. Everywhere, indeed, we have found something to re- 
ward us for the time spent in looking for the new matter with which 
this edition has been so largely enriched, — the fruits, in part, of the 
author's third residence in Europe, and in part of the more congenial 
hours spent in his own library. After enumerating the sources from 
which he has derived the new materials used in it, Mr. Ticknor closes 
the " Preface to the Third Edition " with two or three impressive re- 
marks which we cannot refrain from citing : — 

" Its preparation," he writes, " has been a pleasant task, scattered lightly 
over the years that have elapsed since the first edition of this work was pub- 
lished, and that have been passed, like the rest of my life, almost entirely 
among my own books. That I shall ever recur to this task again, for the 
purpose of further changes or additions, is not at all probable. My accumu- 
lated years forbid any such anticipation ; and therefore, with whatever regret 
I may part from what has entered into the happiness of so considerable a por- 
tion of my life, I feel that I now part from it for the last time. Exlremum 
hoc munus habeto." 

In going through Mr. Ticknor's volumes for the purposes of this no- 
tice, we have been more strongly impressed than ever before by the 
magnitude of his undertaking, and by the consummate skill with which 
every part of it has been executed. Few persons not Spaniards by birth 
and education would have ventured on a task beset by so many difficul- 
ties ; and certainly no one could have produced a work more orderly in 
arrangement, more accurate in statement, or sounder and more judicious 
in criticism. 

We cannot close this notice without the expression of a hope that 
Mr. Ticknor may yet be induced to publish some of the miscellaneous 
papers which, it is understood, are quietly laid away in his library 
drawers. Among them we remember a lecture on "The Tartuffe of 
Moliere," read in this city several years ago, which impressed us then 
as superior to any other discourse of its kind within our knowledge ; 
and we believe that there are other papers illustrative of French and 
English literature which ought not to be allowed to perish. 



7. — Biographical Sketches. By Nassau W. Senior. London : 
Longman, Green, Longman, Roberts, and Green. 1863. Small 
8vo. pp. xv. and 517. 

Under this modest title Mr. Senior has brought together in a con- 
venient form ten essays published by him at different times within a 



